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SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
NATIONAL-  COLLECTION  OF  FINE  ARTS 

Washington,  D,  C« 
Constitution  Avenue  at  Tenth  Street 


May  22,  1945 


Mrs,  E,  A.  Watson 
Sunset  Drive 
Lynchburg,  Virginia 

Dear  Mrs.  Watson: 

Your  letter  of  *fey  21st   has  been  received.  Anotole 
Marquet  de  Vasselot  was  a  French  sculptor  and  art  writer, 
born  Juno  16,  1840  at  Paris  and  died  April  1904  at  Neuilly- 
5ur-Seine.  Represented  in  many  of  the  towns  of  France.  Ex- 
hibited in  Royal  Academy,  Tendon,  18?5  and  1883,  three  marble 
statues.  Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director,  Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  can  probably  tell  you 
about  the  plaque.  An  returning  the  photograph, 

I  do  not  find  the  name  of  Arthur  Hosking  or  Has king 
listed  in  our  reference  books. 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  P.  Tolman 

Acting  Director 
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MRS.  E.  ALBAN  WATSON 


SUNSET  DRIVE,   LYNCHBURG,   VIRGINIA 
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May  29,  19*»5 


Mrs.  E.  Alben  Vataon 
Sunset  Drive 
Lynchburg,  Virginia 

Bear  Mra.  Vataon: 

It  was  a  pleaaure  to  hear  from  you  and  I  do 
recall  very  veil  my  very  enjoyable  visit  at  Xynohburg 
several  years  ago. 

I  fear  X  vill  not  be  able  to  assist  you  very 
much  with  respect  to  the  Lincoln  head.  Although  ve  have 
an  exhaustive  file  on  such  toformat ion  I  do  not  find  the 
name  of  de  Vasselot.  Neither  do  X  find  him  in  our  library 
of  sculptors  and  X  do  not  remember  having  heard  hia  name 
mentioned  in  connection  with  Lincoln  sculptural  art. 

Ve  are  keeping  your  letter  before  us,  however, 
and  in  th<*  course  of  the  next  few  days  if  ve  come  across 
inf ormetion  *>out  either  the  sculptor  or  the  plaoque  ve  vill 
be  pleased  to  adviae  you.  Vith  kindest  peraonal  regards  X 
am 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAV :  JT  Director 

L.A  .Varren 
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MRS.   E.  A.  WATSON 

Sunset  Drive 
Lynchburg.  Virginia 
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THE  COLLEGE  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY  IN 
WILLIAMSBURG  23185  (804)  253-4385 


I 

VIRGINIA  **-^  J 

4 


DEPARTMENT  OF  FINE  ARTS 


16  March   1982 


Thagrus  A.  Burns 

Vice  President 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  Inc. 

1300  South  Clinton  Street 

Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana   46801 


Dear  Mr.  Burns: 


The  College  of  William  and  Mary  has  recently  received  as  a  gift  a 
bronze  relief  plaque  bearing  a  profile  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
(Polaroid  photo  enclosed) .   The  plaque  is  18  1/8"  in  diameter  and 
is  signed  and  dated  "1866.  A.  Marquet  de  Vasselot."   The  inscription 
"A.  LINCOLN"  appears  to  the  right  of  the  profile  and  there  are  four 
holes  drilled  in  the  lip  of  the  plaque,  at  3  o'clock,  6  o'clock, 
9  o'clock,  and  noon. 

We  know  very  little  about  the  artist,  Jean  Joseph  Marie  Anatole 
Marquet  comte  de  Vasselot,  beyond  the  place  and  date  of  birth  and 
death  (b.  Paris  1840;  d.  Neuilly-sur-Seine  1904)  and  the  locations 
in  France  of  several  of  his  sculptures. 

I  am  hoping  you  can  provide  some  information  on  our  plaque.   Have 
you  come  across  any  like  it?  We  are  particularly  interested  in 
knowing  details  of  its  origin  —  commission,  if  there  was  one;  original 
purpose;  location  of  others;  etc.   Any  help  you  can  offer  would  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

With  best  wishes, 


Sincerely, 

Louise.  Lambert  Kale 

Registrar,  College  Art  Collection 
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March  29,  1982 


Ms.  Louise  Lambert  Kale 
Registrar,  College  Art  Collection 
The  College  of  William  and  Mary 

in  Virginia 
Department  of  Fine  Arts 
Williamsburg,  Virginia  23185 

Dear  Ms.  Kale: 

Your  letter  was  referred  to  me,  as  I  am  in  charge  of 
the  Lincoln  collection  here.  Our  files  contain  a  photograph 
of  the  plaque  and  a  letter  asking  for  information  about  it 
in  19^5*  The  letter  referred  to  a  plaque  which  belonged  to 
Mrs.  E.A.  Watson  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia.  The  photograph  shows 
no  evidence  of  drilled  holes,  and  I  assume  that  it  was  another 
copy.  A  carbon  of  a  letter  from  the  Smithsonian  telling  Mrs. 
Watson  only  what  you  know  already  about  the  artist  and  referring 
her  inquiry  to  us  is  with  the  photograph. 

We  have  learned  nothing  about  the  plaque  since  that  time. 
In  fact,  we  find  plaques  to  be  among  the  most  difficult  sorts 
of  items  to  identify.  We  are  very  happy  to  have  news  of  yours 
but  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  offer  any  real  help  in  identifying 
it. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 
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THE  COLLEGE  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MARY  IN  VIRGINIA 
WILLIAMSBURG  23185  (804)253-4385 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FINE  ARTS 

2   April    1982 


Mark  E.    Neely,    Jr. 

Director 

The  Louis   A.    Warren 

Lincoln   Library  and  Museum 

1300   South  Clinton  Street 

Fort  Wayne,    Indiana        46801 


Dear  Mr.    Neely: 

Thank  you  for  your  prompt  response  to  my  letter  of  March  16  in 
which  I  requested  information  on  William  and  Mary's  relief  plaque 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  A.  Marquet  de  Vasselot. 

I  am  writing  to  advise  you  that  our  plaque  and  the  plaque  already 
listed  in  your  files  are  one  and  the  same.   It  was  given  to  the 
College  this  year  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Watson  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia.   The 
drilled  holes  are  on  the  edge  of  the  plaque  and  would  not  appear  in 
most  photographs. 

Thanks  for  your  help. 

With  best  wishes, 


Sincerely, 

Louise  Lambert  Kale 

Registrar,  College  Art  Collection 
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